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SUBJECT: PROPERTY TAX LIABILITY OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

1. AFGHAN EMBASSY RECENTLY INQUIRED OF DEPARTMENT 
WHETHER GOA COULD OBTAIN EXEMPTION FROM PAYMENT MARYLAND 
PROPERTY TAXES ON FOUR CONDOMINIUM APARTMENTS MISSION 
WISHES TO PURCHASE FOR HOUSING MEMBERS OF EMBASSY STAFF. 
DEPARTMENT REPLIED THAT EXEMPTION FROM PROPERTY TAXES 

ON FOREIGN DIPLOMATIC MISSION-OWNED PROPERTY IN 
WASHINGTON AREA (D.C., VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND) APPLIES 
ONLY TO PREMISES OF CHANCERY AND RESIDENCE OF CHIEF OF 
MISSION, UNLESS BROADER EXEMPTION PROVIDED BY BILATERAL 
TREATY. SUCH TREATY DOES NOT EXIST BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN 
AND U.S. 

2. AFGHAN EMBASSY REPLIED THAT IT WOULD NOTIFY GOA IN 
KABUL AND THAT REVIEW OF USG-OWNED PROPERTY IN KABUL 
WOULD PROBABLY BE UNDERTAKEN IN NEAR FUTURE BY MFA. 

3. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO REPORT EXTENT OF PROPERTY TAX 
EXEMPTIONS NOW ENJOYED ON USG-OWNED PROPERTIES IN KABUL. 
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